


What is MUN ?

MUN stands for Model United Nations, which is a simulation of the United Nations
(UN) where students act as diplomats representing different countries or
organizations. Participants debate and discuss global issues, negotiate resolutions,
and work to solve international problems in a manner similar to how the real UN
operates.

In MUN, each participant is assigned a country, and they must research and represent

their assigned nation's views and policies on various topics. The debates take place in
committees that reflect those in the UN, such as the General Assembly (GA), Security
Council (SC), Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), and others. Participants
collaborate to draft resolutions that aim to address global challenges such as climate
change, conflict resolution, human rights, and more.

MUN conferences can take place at schools, universities, or as international events,

and they offer students a chance to improve skills like public speaking, diplomacy,
research, and teamwork while engaging with complex international issues.

Letter From Under Secretary General
Dear delegates,

| write to express grave concern over the ongoing human rights violations against the
Uyghur population in Xinjiang, China, which may amount to genocide. Over one
million Uyghurs have been detained in internment camps where they face forced
labor, torture, and cultural suppression. Reports also detail sexual violence, forced
sterilization, and the destruction of their language and religious practices.

The international community must act swiftly to hold those responsible accountable,

provide support to victims, and demand immediate access for humanitarian
organizations. It is our collective duty to ensure the protection of the Uyghur people
and defend their fundamental rights.

| urge all Member States to unite in calling for an independent investigation, imposing
targeted sanctions, and securing the release of detained Uyghurs.

Sincerely,

Yagmur Ezgi Bak
Under-Secretary-General for Human Rights
United Nations



Committee Introduction: Uyghur Turks

The Uyghur Turks, a predominantly Muslim Turkic ethnic group in China's Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR), face allegations of widespread human rights
abuses, including mass detentions, forced labor, and cultural suppression. While
China cites security concerns and economic development, international scrutiny
highlights the erosion of Uyghur cultural identity and religious freedoms.

This committee aims to address the crisis by balancing state sovereignty with global

human rights obligations. Delegates will explore strategies for accountability, the role
of international organizations, and ethical approaches to trade and diplomacy in the
region.

The Uyghur issue challenges the global community to uphold justice and protect
minority rights while navigating complex geopolitical realities.

Introduction to the topic:

Introduction to the Uyghur Genocide Committee The Uyghur people, a predominantly

Muslim Turkic ethnic group, have historically

resided in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region of China. In recent years, credible
reports have emerged alleging severe human rights abuses against the Uyghur
population, including mass arbitrary detentions, forced labor, systematic sterilizations,
and cultural erasure. These actions have led several countries and international bodies
to accuse China of committing genocide and crimes against humanity.

The Chinese government has detained over a million Uyghurs and other Muslim

minorities in so-called "re-education camps," where detainees are reportedly
subjected to indoctrination, torture, and forced labor. Beyond the camps, Uyghurs face
pervasive surveillance, restrictions on religious practices, and policies aimed at
reducing birth rates among the population. In addition, there are reports of the
systematic removal of religious and cultural references from place names in Xinjiang,

further contributing to the erosion of Uyghur identity.

The international community remains divided on how to respond effectively to these

allegations. While some nations have imposed sanctions and import bans on products
linked to forced labor in Xinjiang, others have been more reticent, citing economic and
diplomatic considerations. Notably, the United States has banned imports from several
Chinese companies over alleged human rights abuses involving Uyghur forced labor.

This committee is tasked with examining the situation of the Uyghurs in Xinjiang,

assessing the validity of the genocide allegations, and formulating appropriate
international responses. Delegates will need to navigate complex issues of human



rights, state sovereignty, and geopolitical interests to develop comprehensive and
effective policy recommendations.

Current situation:

The Uyghur people, a predominantly Muslim Turkic ethnic group residing in China's
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, continue to face severe human rights abuses
that many international observers describe as crimes against humanity. Since 2017,
reports have documented mass arbitrary detentions, forced labor, systematic
sterilizations, and cultural erasure targeting Uyghurs and other Muslim minorities in
the region.

In August 2022, the United Nations released a report indicating that China's actions in

Xinjiang "may constitute international crimes, in particular crimes against humanity."
The report highlighted credible evidence of torture, forced medical treatment, and
coercive enforcement of family planning policies.

Despite international condemnation, Chinese authorities have maintained their

policies in Xinjiang. In August 2023, President Xi Jinping reaffirmed the government's
commitment to its counterterrorism measures in the region, signaling the continuation
of these practices.

The international community has responded with various measures. The United States,

for instance, has banned imports from several Chinese companies linked to forced
labor involving Uyghurs.

However, frustration persists over the lack of concrete action following the UN report,
with human rights groups urging for more decisive steps to hold China accountable.

Additionally, Chinese authorities have been systematically removing religious and

cultural references from place names in Xinjiang, further contributing to the erosion of
Uyghur identity.

In summary, the situation of the Uyghurs in Xinjiang remains dire, with ongoing human

rights violations and limited progress toward accountability. The international
community continues to grapple with how to effectively respond to these challenges.

Socioeconomic Effects



The Uyghur population in China's Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR) faces
significant socioeconomic challenges stemming from systemic discrimination, human
rights violations, and economic policies that marginalize their community.

Economic Disparities:

Despite Xinjiang's rich natural resources and its strategic importance in China's Belt and
Road Initiative, Uyghurs often do not benefit equitably from the region's economic
development. Resource extraction and infrastructure projects have primarily favored
Han Chinese migrants, leading to economic marginalization of Uyghurs.

Employment Challenges:

Uyghurs face employment discrimination, limiting their job opportunities and
contributing to higher poverty rates within their communities. Reports indicate that
Uyghur workers earn, on average, only 66% of what their Han counterparts earn.

Health Care Inequities:

Health care services in Xinjiang are predominantly concentrated in urban areas
inhabited by Han Chinese, leaving rural Uyghur communities with inadequate access
to medical facilities. This disparity contributes to higher infant mortality rates and
overall poorer health outcomes among Uyghurs.

Cultural Suppression:

Policies aimed at erasing Uyghur cultural and religious practices have led to social
fragmentation and the erosion of cultural heritage. Authorities have systematically
removed religious and cultural references from place names in Xinjiang, further
contributing to the erosion of Uyghur identity.

Global Economic Repercussions:

Internationally, allegations of human rights abuses have prompted several countries to
impose sanctions and import bans on products linked to forced labor in Xinjiang. For
instance, the United States has banned imports from multiple Chinese companies over
such concerns.

Conclusion:

The socioeconomic challenges faced by the Uyghur population are multifaceted,
encompassing economic disparities, employment discrimination, health care
inequities, and cultural suppression. Addressing these issues requires a comprehensive
approach that considers human rights, equitable economic policies, and cultural
preservation.



Possible considerations:

The situation of the Uyghur population in China's Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region
(XUAR) remains complex and multifaceted. Addressing the challenges faced by the
Uyghurs requires a comprehensive approach that considers human rights, economic
policies, and cultural preservation.

Policy Reforms:

Current policies in Xinjiang have been criticized for exacerbating ethnic tensions and

failing to address the root causes of unrest. Future considerations should focus on

implementing reforms that promote inter-ethnic harmony, respect cultural identities,
and ensure the protection of human rights. Drawing lessons from global approaches to
improving inter-ethnic relations could be beneficial.

International Engagement:

The international community plays a crucial role in advocating for the rights of the
Uyghur population. Diplomatic efforts, sanctions, and public advocacy can pressure the
Chinese government to reconsider its policies in Xinjiang. Collaborative initiatives
among nations and international organizations are essential to address the
humanitarian concerns and promote accountability.

Economic Considerations:

Economic policies should aim to reduce disparities and promote equitable
development in Xinjiang. Encouraging investment in sectors that benefit the local
Uyghur population, ensuring fair employment practices, and supporting local
entrepreneurship can contribute to socioeconomic stability. Additionally, addressing
the economic impact of international sanctions and trade restrictions is important for
the region's future prosperity.

Cultural Preservation:

Protecting and promoting Uyghur cultural heritage is vital for the community's identity
and well-being. Future initiatives should support cultural expression, language
preservation, and religious freedom, fostering an environment where Uyghur
traditions can thrive alongside broader societal development.

Monitoring and Accountability:
Establishing independent monitoring mechanisms to assess the situation in Xinjiang is

crucial. Transparent reporting and accountability measures can help ensure that
policies are implemented effectively and human rights are upheld. Engaging with



international human rights organizations can provide valuable insights and support in
this regard.

In summary, addressing the challenges faced by the Uyghur population in Xinjiang

requires a multifaceted approach that includes policy reforms, international
engagement, economic development, cultural preservation, and robust monitoring
mechanisms. Collaboration among the Chinese government, the international
community, and Uyghur representatives is essential to achieve a just and sustainable
resolution.

Guiding questions

The situation of the Uyghur population in China's Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region
(XUAR) has garnered significant international attention due to allegations of human
rights violations and genocide. To facilitate a comprehensive understanding and
discussion of this issue, the following guiding questions are proposed:

1. What specific actions have been taken by the Chinese government against the
Uyghur population in Xinjiang?

e Examine reports detailing arbitrary detentions, forced labor, cultural
suppression, and other human rights abuses.

2. How do these actions align with the legal definitions of genocide and crimes
against humanity?
® Analyze the criteria set forth in international law to determine if the reported

actions meet the thresholds for genocide and crimes against humanity.

3. What evidence exists to support claims of systematic persecution of the Uyghurs?

® Review testimonies, satellite imagery, and reports from credible organizations
documenting the scale and nature of the alleged abuses.

4. How has the international community responded to these allegations?

® Investigate diplomatic measures, sanctions, and public statements from
governments and international bodies regarding the situation in Xinjiang.

5. What are the socioeconomic impacts of the alleged genocide on the Uyghur
community?

e Explore effects on education, employment, cultural heritage, and overall well-
being of the Uyghur population.



6. What are the potential long-term consequences for regional stability and
international relations?

® Assess how the situation in Xinjiang might influence geopolitical dynamics,
trade relations, and security concerns in the region.

7. What measures can be taken to address and mitigate the alleged human rights
violations?

e Discuss potential actions by the international community, including diplomatic
pressure, sanctions, and support for Uyghur communities.

These questions aim to guide a thorough exploration of the complex issues

surrounding the Uyghur population in Xinjiang, fostering informed discussions and
potential solutions.



